Why do physicians volunteer to be OSCE examiners?
Recruitment of physician examiners for an objective structured clinical examination (OSCE) can be difficult. The following study will explore reasons why physicians volunteer their time to be OSCE examiners. A questionnaire was collected from 110 examiners including a fourth year formative student OSCE (SO) (n=49), formative internal medicine OSCE (IM) (n=21) and the Medical Council of Canada Qualifying Exam Part II (MCCQE II) (n=40). A 5-point Likert scale was used. Statements with high mean ratings overall included: enjoy being an examiner (4.05), gain insights into learners' skills and knowledge (4.27), and examine out of a sense of duty (4.10). The MCC participants produced higher ratings (p<0.05). Overall, OSCE examiners volunteer their time because they enjoy the experience, feel a sense of duty and gain insight into learners' skills and knowledge. The MCC examiners appear to value the experience more. The ability to provide feedback and the provision of CME credits were not significant factors for increasing examiner satisfaction.